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By RYAN WEISS
Daily Sun Staff Writer

Clubs in The Villages run on 
volunteers.

Without residents step-
ping up and taking charge 
of positions that someone 
needs to do, there would be 
no clubs. The Villages Deep 
Sea Fishing Club is no excep-
tion and as of Jan. 1, Gaylon 
Thompson is the club’s new 
vice president. A role he is 
excited for.

“It gives me a chance to 
do one of the things I enjoy, 
which is it’s fishing,” said 
Thompson, of the Village 
of St. Charles. “And to help 
provide trip availability to 
all the other members of the 
club.”

Thompson has been a 
member of the club for 

the past six years and never 
held an office before, but 
was helping with the club’s 
website. When the position 
of vice president opened up, 
he was asked if he was inter-
ested in the role. Thompson 
figured it would be something 

he would enjoy and was 
elected for the position after 
running unopposed.

Thompson is no stranger 
to leadership roles. He is 
a retired sheriff ’s deputy 
from Kansas and was part 
of “numerous” clubs and 
various roles over the years.

With his ex per ience 
in leadership, Thompson 
knows that one of his biggest 
keys to success is keeping 
the support of his fellow 
members.

“That’s what we’re there 
for — to provide them 

with the experience that 
they expect from the fishing 
club,” Thompson said. “It’s 
just a matter of being able to 
provide the services that they 
would like to see.”

A s  v i c e  p r e s i d e nt , 
Thompson is hoping to 
aid in the expansion and 
progression of the club. 
With his experience with 
the website, he is continuing 
to help expand it and make 
it more user friendly and 
informative. 

A nother big goa l of 
his is to help have more 
loca l capta ins prov ide  

trips for the club to take.
Perhaps the club member 

he’ll be working most with is 
club president Ken Jagodz-
inski. Jagodzinski and 
Thompson haven’t known 
each other long, but it hasn’t 
stopped their working rela-
tionship from getting off to a 
great start.

“I’m absolutely ecstatic 
about it,” said Jagodz-

inski of the Village of Pinellas. 
“He’s a guy that has helped 
out with a backup to our 
webmaster. He’s taken on 
the vice president role and 
he’s taking an active part in 
generating ideas for setting the 
direction for 2023.  His input’s 
invaluable, and he brings 
that skill set to the table with  
what he’s doing with this 
opportunity.”

Above all Thompson wants 
to see the club members have 
fun. Deep sea fishing is a 
passion for everyone in the 
club, including Thompson, and 
he enjoys the camaraderie the 

club has and wants to make 
sure that keeps growing as 
well.

“I just look forward to a 
good year of exciting fishing 
trips and being able to share 
that with the members of the 
club that participate,”

Staff writer Ryan Weiss can 

be reached at 352-753-1119, 
ext. 5408, or ryan.weiss@
thevillagesmedia.com.
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Have a passion for fishing, but don’t 
want travel? You’re in luck as The Villages 
has over 25 fishable bodies of water. 
The Fresh Water Fishing Club offers a 
way to fish and spend some time with 
fellow anglers. For more information visit 
tvfishing.wordpress.com (Ryan Weiss, 
Daily Sun)

VILLAGES FRESH WATER 
FISHING CLUB IS THEREDEEP SEA ANGLERS HAVE  

A HOME IN THE VILLAGES
If you’re looking to cast a line with friends, The Villages Deep Sea Fishing Club 

might be for you. The group meets on the first Monday of each month at Ever-

glades Regional Recreation Complex, while also holding occasional outings. The 

club charters ships on each coast of Florida. Visit the club online at deepseafish-

ingclub.org. (Ryan Weiss, Daily Sun)
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Gaylon Thompson Is 
the new vice president 

of the Deep Sea Fishing 
Club. He hopes his 

skill set continues to 
improve the club and it 

attracts more members 
who are passionate 

about the sport. Like Us on Facebook
facebook.com/vdailysun


